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Chester. It is therefore evident that these must have
been granted by Clement VI. who filled the papal
chair from 1342 to 1352, and not by Clement VII.
who was then living. We also find the mayoralty of
Arneway referred to* as the period when the Mys-
teries were " devised; " and though the dates do not
correspond, it is very clear that even in the reign of
Henry VIII. these plays were known to have existed
beyond the recollection of persons then in being: and
we are thus furnished with an additional proof, that
the antiquity assigned to them does not rest upon a
slight foundation 9.

From several passages in the Banes, they appear
to have been written long after the Mysteries them-
selves ; most probably about the date of the Procla-
mation, as well from an allusion that the Scriptures
were then more generally read, as also from the apo-
logies made to the audience for the " grosse wordes "
which they might hear, owing to " the tyme of ig-
norance " when the plays were composed.

The following extract from Archdeacon Rogers*
MSS. presents a curious statement of the manner in
which these performances were represented. It is
here given from a copy1, which, being more minute in

9 The name of Sir Henry Fraunceys occurs in two agreements
4< between the Abbot and Convent of St. Werburgh, and the
Rectors of Taxall and Gawsworth, which are severally dated
1377 and 1382." In alluding to the age of the Chester Mysteries,
Mr. Ormerod, to whose History of Cheshire I am now referring,
proceeds to observe that *e this confirmation of an important part
of the tradition, added to the previous confirmations respecting
the existence and time of Sir John Arneway, will to most minds
go far towards establishing the entire story, relative to the high
antiquity of these performances. Persons are mentioned in it of
whom the narrator apparently knew nothing beyond what the
tradition told, and when deeds and chronicles are recovered rela-
tive to the time mentioned, we find these very persons acting in
the offices, time, and place, which the tradition asserted.'* Hist*
of Cheshire, iii. 44-3.

1 In the library of R. Heber, Esq,